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Dear Friends, 

We have returned to Olympia for a short, 60 day 
session and will remain focused on seeking thought-
ful solutions to the many challenges that face our 
families and communities.  

In our last newsletter, we included a short survey 
asking for your feedback on what issues matter to 
you and your family.  The results were clear: you 
value public safety and reasonable taxes for families 
and small business, affordable health care, and qual-
ity schools. You want to make sure people are treat-
ed fairly and your voice is heard.

What we enjoy the most about serving as your rep-
resentatives is the opportunity to make a difference 
on these and other important issues.  

We also deeply value your feedback and insight.  

Please feel free to contact either one of us, any time.

We are here for you.

Sincerely, 

making       a  
differen        c e  

for    o u r  
familie       s
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taking action on  
id theft
In December we held a town hall meeting on 
the growing problem of ID theft.  The event 
featured representatives from the U.S. Secret 
Service, U.S. Postal Inspectors office, and the 
Attorney General’s office offering common 
sense advice on what people can do to make 
sure they are protected.  

In conjunction with this forum, we held a com-
munity shredding event where we rented a 
shredding van and provided its services free to 
members of the community.  It is critical that 
all of us shred documents that contain our per-
sonal information so that identifying data will 
not fall into the wrong hands.

Over the past two years, we have helped pass land-
mark public safety legislation, including some of the 
nation’s toughest sex offender laws and criminalizing 
repeat drunk driving offenses.  This year we will con-
tinue to build on this record, improving tracking and 
monitoring of sex offenders and improving safety and 
alerting systems in schools, college campuses and 
other public places.  

Working with law enforcement and prosecutors, we 
will continue to make smart, effective investments in 
public safety.  

Protecting Kids and 
Neighborhoods
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Capping Property 
Taxes
As many of you may know, we returned to 
Olympia in December for a one day special 
session.  The purpose was to reinstate voter-
approved property tax limits at 1% per year.  
Keeping property taxes low has always been a 
priority for us—particularly lifting some of 
the burden on seniors and families.  

Small business also benefits from keeping 
property taxes at a reasonable level, making 
this vote all the more important.  

In the coming weeks we’ll be looking at other 
ideas as well to improve the fairness of our 
tax system, while protecting critical services.   

The 1% limit is a good place to start.

In 2007 we passed a sustainable, 2-year budget that 
targeted new investments in our schools, public safety 
and health care without raising taxes.  

As the economy slows, however, we will be looking 
for ways to tighten the belt without hurting the most 
vulnerable in our state.

With that in mind, we will be working on a modest 
supplemental budget this session that focuses on spe-
cific priorities and once again avoids tax increases.  

We are also proud of the new Rainy Day Fund, passed 
by the legislature a year ago and validated by voters 
this past November.  This new fund will set aside part 
of the current surplus for emergency use in a reces-
sion, natural disaster, or other crisis.  

This too will help us avoid over spending when times 
are good, and making dramatic cuts during a down-
turn.  This is just like we all do with our savings ac-
count at home.

A Smart, Balanced 
Budget: Preparing  
for the Future
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Here are just a few of the bills we are working on right now: 
	 •  ID Theft: Building off our successful shedding event, we’ll con-

tinue to educate the public and crack down on identity theft. 
	 •  Sex Offender Monitoring: We’ve passed tough sentencing, now let’s 

improve monitoring and tracking. 
	 •  Veterans: We’re working on a series of bills to assist veteran-owned 

business and improve quality of life for military families.   
	 •  Small Business: with the economy a concern, we’ll push tax exemp-

tions for starting a new business.

2008 Priority Legislation

Reps. Kelley and Green at  
the free community shredding 
event they sponsored to promote 
identity theft prevention.


